Cube Animal Crochet Primer
by Just Add Crochet

This document serves as a guide to the techniques used in my Cube Animal patterns. Each technique is presented stepby-step with plenty of pictures.
It covers the following:
•

holding the yarn and hook

•

magic circle

•

single crochet (back loop and both loops)

•

increases - crochet two stitches in one stitch

•

decreases - crochet two stitches together

•

back post single crochet

•

colour changes

•

fastening off

•

assembly (sewing and securing)

•

stuffing
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HOLDING THE YARN AND HOOK
YARN - There are so many methods to hold yarn! This is the one I use. Really you can hold it however you like, the
important things are that you are able to keep a consistent tension and can crochet comfortably.

With your palm facing you bring the end of the yarn over your little finger
from back to front.

Take under the little finger, to the back, and then go over the front of your
ring finger.

Take over the top of your ring finger and behind your first and second
fingers.

Bring back to front over your first finger and let it drop.
Pinch the end of the yarn with your thumb, middle and
ring fingers. This is how you will hold the piece of
crochet you are working on.
You control the tension using your little finger (pinch it
against your ring finger) and first finger - which guides
the yarn.
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HOOK - Shown below is the 'knife' hold, which I use. You can also hold the hook like a pencil. The important things are
that you have good control over it (to move around/twist) and can crochet comfortably.

Grab that hook! Hold it gently between your fingers and thumb about an
inch and a half from the end.
Grip it tight enough that you aren't going to drop it, but don't squeeze it
until your knuckles are white! That will make your hands hurt very quickly.
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MAGIC CIRCLE
This is a standard technique to start working on a circular round. You work the first stitches around a loop which can be
pulled tightly closed, making sure there are no holes for stuffing to fall out of!

With the end of the yarn on your palm, wrap around the back of your first
and middle finger, and then bring back up in front.

Hold onto the loose end with your thumb so it doesn't go anywhere.
Bringing the yarn up, cross it over the loose end and bring it around your
first and middle fingers again.
Both the loose end and 'working end' should be in front of your ring finger.

Using your ring finger to hold the working and in place, and
keeping hold of the loose end with your thumb. Flip your hand
over so you are looking at the back.
Insert your crochet hook under the first strand of yarn (from
the right) and grab the second with the hook.
Pull it under the first strand and up. Pop your hook through
the loop you just made.
Ease the whole construction off your fingers. It will look like
the picture on the right.
Pinch the twist with your thumb and middle finger, and pull the loop on the hook tight.
Bring your yarn over the hook, back to front, and 'grab' it in the notch at the end. (This is called 'yarn over' - see pic
below for a demo!)
Draw your hook, and the yarn, back through the loop already on your hook.
You now have one loop on the hook (the working loop) and have just completed a chain stitch!
Insert your hook through the middle of the circle, make sure you get the
'circle' and the loose end so that you are under two strands of yarn.
Yarn over.
Draw the hook under the two strands of the circle and up.
You now have two loops on the hook.
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Yarn over.
Draw through both loops on the hook.
You now have one loop on the hook and have just
completed a magic circle single crochet.
This is your first stitch. Complete as many stitches as
the pattern asks for in the same way.

Pop your work down and admire it.
See that loose end? Grab it and give it a good tug.
This will close the circle up.

Once magic circle complete!
To start round two, you crochet into the first single crochet you made on the
magic circle.
After you have completed a few rounds, go back and pull the circle tight
again using the loose end, then secure it.
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SINGLE CROCHET
BACK LOOP - This is the style of single crochet you will see in my photos of the finished animal. I like to use it because
it gives a lovely striped texture.
The top of a stitch is composed of a front and back loop.
The front loop is on the 'right' side of the work (the side that you are
inserting the hook from) and the back loop is on the other side.

We're going to use the back loop only.
Insert the hook under the back loop of the next stitch.

Bring the yarn back to front over the hook (this is called a 'yarn over') and
'grab' it in the notch at the end of the hook.
Gently pull the hook, and yarn, under the back loop of the stitch and up.
You should now have two loops on your hook.

Yarn over.
Pull the hook and yarn through both of the loops on your hook.

You now have one loop on your hook and a finished single crochet!
Notice that the stitch forms a 'V' shape with a bar across the top.

BOTH LOOPS - This is standard crochet technique. Unless a pattern specifies
otherwise, this is what they mean when they say 'single crochet'. You can use this
technique on all of my patterns, but it will lose the striped texture.
Follow exactly the same method as above but when you insert the hook (and pull back
that first yarn over) go under both loops.
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INCREASES
Crocheting two stitches into one stitch so you can add stitches to a round/row. Shown here using back loop single
crochet. The technique is the same for all crochet stitch variants, just using different parts of the stitch e.g both loops,
back post, front post etc.

Instead of inserting your hook under the next stitch, put it through the
same stitch. Then complete the single crochet as normal.
You'll end up with two stitches on one stitch.

DECREASES
Crocheting two stitches together so you can reduce the number of stitches in a round/row. Shown here using back loop
single crochet. The technique is the same for all crochet stitch variants, just using different parts of the stitch e.g both
loops, back post, front post etc.

Start a single crochet and stop when you have two loops on your hook.
Now insert your hook into the next stitch.

Yarn over and draw up a loop.
You now have 3 loops on your hook.

Yarn over and pull through all 3 loops on your hook.
You now have one loop on the hook, and a completed
decrease.
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BACK POST SINGLE CROCHET
Crocheting around the post from the back of the work. This stitch can be a little fiddly (particularly when decreasing).

Insert your hook from the back of the work under both loops of the next
stitch.

Keeping your hook in that first stitch, insert your hook
from the front under both loops of the next stitch.
You now have a 'post' on your hook. A post is just the
vertical part of a stitch.

Yarn over.
Draw the hook and yarn through both stitches so that you have two loops
on the hook.
This is the fiddly bit! Take it slow. If you find you keep catching on
something, drop the yarn from the hook and bring it out of the stitches.
Then try again from step 1.

Yarn over.
Draw through both loops on the hook.

You now have one loop on the hook and a completed back post single
crochet!
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COLOUR CHANGES
Colour changes are used to all sort of effects! Stripes, spots, feet etc. It's particularly important to secure the ends
carefully when colour changing so the fabric retains it's even look.
You can also use this method to attach a new ball of the same colour yarn if you find you have reached the end of your
current one.

You get ready for a colour change on the stitch before the first stitch of the
new colour.

On the last stitch of the old colour; stop when you have two
loops on the hook.
Grab the new colour on the end of your hook and draw through
both loops. Hold the loose end of the new colour, and the old
colour, against your work.
You'll end up with a completed stitch and a loop of the new
colour on your hook.
Carry on crocheting in the new colour!
Follow the steps below to secure the ends after a couple of stitches.
We need to secure these ends! Cut the old colour so you have two loose
ends of roughly 10cm (4").
Adjust each end with a little pull so that the stitches look nice and even on
the front of your work.
Do the first half of a square knot (left over right and under).

Now we are going to double wrap!
Wrap each end once more around the opposite
colour.
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Apply a little pressure to the outside wrap with a finger and gently pull the
ends.
You may need to do a little adjusting to keep the outside wrap on the
outside.

Keep on pulling until your double wrap is nice and neat against the back
surface of your work.
The double wrap spreads the knot out over a larger area and ensures it
doesn't make a bump on the surface of your work, or go escaping through
the stitches onto the front!

Then pop a square knot on top of it just to make it extra secure!
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FASTENING OFF
Used on a finished piece to secure the end ready for attaching or closing.

Once you reach your stitch marker on the end of the last round, that's a
finished piece!
Insert your hook into the next stitch.

Yarn over.
Draw the loop through the stitch and the loop on your hook. (A/N: This is
also known as a 'slip stitch')

You now have one loop on the hook.
Cut the end of the yarn to give a tail of the length asked for in the pattern.

Pull up the loop with the hook to make it nice and big, then take the hook
out and pull the loose end right through the stitch.

It will end up looking like this.
Ready to attach!
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ATTACHING A CLOSED PIECE
On a closed piece you stitch the end closed before attaching. They can be stuffed (e.g arm) or flat (e.g ear).
I have attached a contrasting thread to the end of the piece to demonstrate. Normally this thread would be the same
colour as the piece.

Grab the piece and thread the tail through a tapestry needle.

First we need to close the piece.
Flatten it with your hand so that the tail is on one side and the stitches
roughly line up.
Now do a whip stitch along the end. Going through the back loops of each
stitch from top to bottom.

It will end up looking like this.

Hold the piece in position against the body.
Insert the needle through the closest horizontal bar and pull the thread
through.
(A/N: If you have made your toy using standard single crochet, these
horizontal bars won't be present. A picture is included at the end of these
instructions to show you where to insert the needle.)

Now insert the needle through the stitch on the piece you are attaching.
These are the front loops of the last row of stitches.
Pull the yarn through firmly so that the stitch is nice and tight.

Repeat the stitch (going through one loop on the body, and one loop on
the piece) until you have gone all the way round. Be sure to pull each
stitch tight.
The picture left illustrates attaching just after the halfway point. The
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stitches on the other side of the piece are just visible in the rectangle.

Once you have gone all the way round, insert the needle into the body of
the toy and pull through so that the thread is on the inside, ready to be
secured.

You can also attach through the vertical bar of a stitch. This is the right
hand side of the 'V' that each stitch forms.
Insert needle as shown.
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ATTACHING AN OPEN PIECE
On an open piece you attach in the current shape of the piece. These are normally stuffed pieces (e.g snout/muzzle)
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Figure out the position of your piece on the body. It's handy to know how
many stitches are on the open end.
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You can use a few stitch markers to match up stitches so that you can keep
your place on the way round. This isn't required, but it can be helpful!

Thread the tail onto a tapestry needle.
Insert the needle through the first horizontal bar on the body.

Insert the needle downwards through the back loop of the stitch on the
piece you are attaching.
Pull the yarn so the stitch is tight.

Repeat this going around the piece. Pausing to stuff.
You can insert the needle through the loops on the piece
and body at the same time once you are more
comfortable.
The picture on the right shows the use of a vertical bar
on the body. It can be useful to pick up these as you go
around the 'corners' of the circle.

Stop to stuff the piece when you can still get a finger easily inside.

Sewn all the way round it will look something like this!
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Go through one last stitch on the body (it can be one you have used
already) and then insert the needle through the piece and down into the
inside of the body.
Pull through so the tail is on the inside, ready for securing.
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SECURING ENDS
When you attach a piece (or close the end) you need to secure the tail so that the piece does not come off (or the end
does not open). When making plushies you secure as many ends as you can inside the toy.
When closing the toy you cannot secure the end inside; so you secure on the 'back' part of a stitch on the surface and
then pull the knot and tail through the toy so that it is no longer visible on the surface.
Draw the thread through the back of a few stitches on
the inside surface of the body. This stops it from coming
loose while you are securing it.

Insert the needle up through the back of a stitch and pull
all the way through.
Now go back down through the same stitch. Do not pull
the yarn all the way through. Leave a loop!

Insert the needle through the loop you have just made
and pull.
This should be pulled quite tight!

Make a loop in the yarn and then pass the needle
through it (see picture right).
Hold the top of the loop against the work and pull gently.
Your goal is to get the knot as close to the body as
possible.

Repeat the previous step a few more times to make sure
the end is extra secure!
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STUFFING
This method of stuffing takes a little more time than others but it makes for a really evenly stuffed toy.

Grab a blob of stuffing.

Tease it out with your fingers gently so that it makes a thin layer.

Pull off a bit of about the right size for the piece you are stuffing.
A pig leg in this case!

Push this towards the bottom of the piece with a finger. Being sure to
push it out into the edges.
Repeat the above. Keep on pushing each layer down firmly.
Give the bit you are stuffing a bit of a squeeze every now and then to see
if it has reached the desired firmness.

Half stuffed it looks a bit like this! Ready to attach in this case.
When stuffing the body, stuff right up to the top! Then stuff a little more
after each round.
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